Introduction

Freemasonryds origins are | ost.s Whil e th
exactly how or why the fraternity came to be! Nevertheless, afew things can be
said about its early development and organi z
evolved in England, Ireland, and Scotland during the late 17th-century. At the
time, Freemasonry represented little more than a loose network of clubs known
as ol oOlge sfdi.r st Ma s o ndthe Grargl Loalge df Ehglaritig e 6
was established at Ghdoomdlem®s s@eGo one Jame 24, ]
Fr e e mas o nconsiitwion fwasrpgbtished shortly thereafter in 1723. Often
referred to as OAndersonf6s Constitutionso6, t
Rev. Dr. James Anderson, a Presbyterian minister, from a \ariety of historic and

i maginati vee Osources

(@]

There have been many att edpdcadingto def i ne
the United Grand Lodge of England:
Freemasonry is one of the worl dds ol dest
societiesé a soci etthyspirdudl valnesnltsconcer ned wi
members are taught its precepts by a series of ritual dramas, which
foll ow ancient forms and use stonemasonsoa
allegorical guides.?
0Symbolicé, 0Bl ue L odgsd@emasonryis@lsokrfoovn 9 Masonr y,

consists of three0 d e g beTehse se are the OEntered Apprenti

and oOoOMast er MaWit eaéh canéegal, theecandidate receives

! The prevailing theory, which has supporting evidence, is that the fraternity developed out of medieval
stone mason guilds.

AWhat i s Fr ee mdGrand toyge of Englarel, 18)Detemieer 2005,
http://www.grandlodgesngland.org/masonry/whéd-freemasonry.htm, 1.



further Oknowledged about the building of Ki
pur pose behi nHowavériisgo instuct mémbers about certain key
virtues dthe most important of which are brotherly love, relief, and truth 8 and
the duties they owe, as Freemasons, to the fraternity, their country, and their
fell ow man. Mor e ov er seekRa peomotenas active fpithim degr ee s
God, though how one worships, or what doctrines a person accepts, is a matter
of personal conscience.
Freemasonry came to North America with the first British colonists. In the
United States, thereare fifty-one draegu grand | odges (O0OAncient

Accepted MasonsoO or si mpl y-omeforeachsts8eadc cept ed

the District of Columbia. Therearea | s o a d dyiaridilodgesa| wéi ch, f or
various reasons, may or may nmasond €&eodrecogni z
most i mportant of these are associated with

separate Masonic line was founded in Boston in 1775. Its members are
predominantly African -American.

Many famous Americans have been Freemasons. Fourteen Presients,
from George Washington to Gerald Ford, have been members3 Other notable
Freemasons includeBenjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Paul Revere,

Merriweather Lewis, William Clark , Davy Crockett, Samuel Clemens (Mark

% The complete list of Masonic Presidents includes: George Washington, James Monroe, Andrew Jackson,
James Polk, James Buchanan, Andrew Jahnkmes Garfield, William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt,
William H. Taft, Warren Harding, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Gerald Ford. Lyndon
Johnson is not normally included in this list as he chose only to complete the first, Enterediég@prent
degree.



Twain), William Cody ( 0 Bu f f a Uahn Fillid Sousg, the Ringling Brothers,
Harry Houdini, Henry Ford, Charles Lindbergh, Irving Berlin, Douglas
MacArthur , Walt Disney, Glen Miller , Louis Armstrong, John Glenn,John
Wayne and Alex Haley . Surprisingly, Freemasonry itself remains either
unknown or misunderstood by many people today.

The first known Masonic meeting in Wisconsin was held on the oFeast of
St. John the Evangelisb, December 27, 1823. Ten master masons gatheredat the
home of Br. George Johnston, a farmer living near Fort Howa rd, Michigan
Territory. > Thesemen soon petitioned the Grand Lodge of New York for
permission to form their own lodge .6 Menomonie No. 374 held its first regular
meeting on September 2, 1824. Two years later, in June 1826, it was renamed
0 Me n o ma n idevben tHefirst Grand Lodge of Michigan was established.

Both Menomanie No. 4 and the first Grand Lodge of Michigan dissolved
sometime in 1830. Many early Michigan lodges were comprised of military men.
Sudden transfers and discharges no doubt played a part in disrupting lodge
activities. The real reason for these setbacks, however, seems to have been the
per i od-Blasona dimdte.

The | ate 1820s to the early 1840s were a

Freemasons. While criticism was not new, Freemasonry found itself the target of

“ It is a Masonic tradition that two special days be observed each year, the Feasts Day of St. John the
Baptist (June 25) and St. John the Evangelist (December 27).

® Fort Howard was built in 1816, on the west bank of Fox River near prdagi@reen Bay, Wisconsin. It
was occupied until 1852.

® At the time, the Grand Lodge of New York was the nearest Masonic grand lodge. During its short
existence, this lodge would have as many as#ixtymaster masons on its rolls.



an organized political movement. Detractors falsely accused Freemasonry of
being a malicious cabal. Many members were forced to resign, devastating the
nati onds Masonic | odges. CTutmenatedrinmwi ng hyster
nati onaMaAmitd Party. 6 l'ts presidential <can
office in 1832. His political opponents were both Freemasons and Past Grand
Masters - Henry Clay of Kentucky and Andrew Jackson of Tennessee. With
President Jacksond6s election and vocal support,
recovered from these unfounded attacks.
Eleven yearspassedbefore aMasonic lodge reconvened in Wisconsin.

The first to do so was Mineral Point No. 49. Chartered by the Grand Lod ge of
Missouri, this lodge received its initial permission to form in May 1841 . The
Grand Lodge of Missouri went on to create a second lodge, Melody No. 65,in
Platteville in January 1843. A third lodge, Milwaukee No. 22, was organized
under the Grand Lodge of lllinois in June 1843.

On December 18, 1843, representatives fronMineral Point No. 49, Melody
No. 65, and Milwaukee No. 22 gathered in Madison to establish their own
0Grand Lodge. 0 Thus, the present Grand Lodg
organized nearly five years before Wisconsin became a state.The lodges were
renamed Mineral Point No. 1, Melody No. 2, and Milwaukee No. 3 according to
their charter dates. All subsequent lodges created by the Grand Lodge of

Wisconsin, F. & A.M. follow this sam e numbering system.



Middleton and its first Freemasons

|l ndi vi dual Freemasons appeaColHemmwy!|l y 1 n Mid
Dodge,who!l at er became Wi sconsi nds waisr sotr aTi esrerdiot ce
master mason in 18067 He was also elected threetimes as chief officer, or
oWor shipful Masteroé, of Louisiana No. 109 at
25, 1832, Col. Dodge, accompanied by Col. Charles Graait and two companies of
mounted militia, met with Winnebago | ndian (Ho-Chunk) leaders at the Rowan-

St.Cyrfurt rading post, | ocated on L|8aTkee Mendot ads
purpose of this meeting, held during the o0BI
t he Wi nnebagoGos Daade lurgeg ioalrNatigse Americans to keep

the peace as Black Hawk and his followers retreated through the region.

Mi ddl et onds Eur opean insledi.tHbwermasy mbye gan ar r i v
have been Freemason is not known Individuals could have joined the fraternity
in other states or countries and not affiliated in Wisconsin , thus there would be
no local record. Even where membership evidence exists, labeling an individual
as a OFreemasondé can be probl emati c. Some n
arrived. Others joined after moving to Middleton. There is also a problem with
identfying men as 0 Fr esabseguemtiynresinesy hllowed their
membershipsto lapse, or were expelled. For this historical account, therefore, a

OFreemasono will be defined as anyone who r e

"Henry Dodge was apjraed Governor in 1836 by fellow Freemason and U.S. President Andrew Jackson.
8 This site is approximately two and a half miles from Mi d d | epresemtédlay city center.



One early Freemason was Elisha Bailey. Br.Bailey arrived in 1845 and is
reputed to have beenMidd | et onds fi fth r edowschamamd voter.
for eight years and its treasurer for four. Br. Ebenezer Clewettalso arrived in
1845. HeopenedMi dd | et on & st hfei rosJtu ntcatieoln, House, 6 fr or
OMi ddl et on Jun c tditsonante. EbenezerCleweteholdsithe e
further Masonic distinction sof having been the Grand Lodge
ceremonial guar d, 188 andacominua Grand Lodge Officeri n
until his death in 1872.

Wi s ¢ o nTeriitoriél &egislature established t h e 0 T Middieton ¢
on March 11, 1848. Middleton held its first election later that April. Br. John B.

Colton, a hotel owner, was among those chosen for public office. He became the
townds col |Micdidolre, t otwasshool fdomnsissioners, and its
treasurer. Hetoo would later serve asatown chairman.

The Town of Middleton started with four villages . Thesewere East
Mi ddl et on ( 0 Mi dd I estMiddletah, Pheasarit Branéh)and W
Middleton Station. Only Mi ddl et on Station (the present 0c¢
Pheasant Branchareasexist today. Freemasons- as pioneers, businessmen, and
philanthropists - were instrumental in building these communities .

Br. Frank Gault came to Pheasant Branch in 1848. He was politically
active - serving as town chairman, a state legislator, and Dane County treasurer.

He was an also an entrepreneur. In 1852, he built a flour mill with fellow



Freemason William A. Wheeler.? Later, Br. Gault tried peat-cutting with

business partner W.B. Slaugherl© Br. James Dohr, reputedlyMi ddl et onds f i r st
German settler, came to Pheasant Branch in 1850 and opened a wagon shop.

Another Freemason, John Lorch, started a competing wagon business in

Pheasant Branch in 1851. This business lasted only two years. Thereafter, Br.

Lorch relocated to Middleton Station where he opened a store. Br.John Prien

arrvedin Pheasant Branch in 1852, He was the co
and a charter member of the First German Lutheran Church of Middleton. Br.

Fritz Elver, a livestock dealer, also came toMiddleton in 1852. He later served as

town chairman, a district assemblyman, and as a member of the local school

board.

Middleton 6 s t r atiwas cahstrypcted in 1856. Its presence assured

Middleton Station of becoming thet o w re@estual center. Mi d dilstet on 0 s
doctor,Br.N.C. Rowley,ar ri ved shortly aftetBthe depot ds
Richard Green, a prominent businessman, arrived in 1861. Not only was Br.

Green a successful graindealer, helater developed lumber and livestock

businesses as well. Br. Samuel Barber came to Middleton Stationast he r ai | r oadd s

station agent in 1863. Br. R.E. Davis arrived in 1865. He operated a grain

business, served as post master, andater opened a general store. Br. Davis also

° William Wheeler, it should be noted, is credited with making the first iron castifgadison for the

State Capital building.

9 This business earned Middleton the shoit ved ni ckname APeatvill eo.

“Mi ddl etonés first three doctors, N.C. Rowley, A.A. F
Freemasons.



served four terms in the state senate. Other prominent Freemasons who
established themselves during this period were A.B. Kingsley, who owned a
board mill and lumberyard, James M. Bull, who may have bee
attorney, Mansfield Arries, Jr.,a produce dealer, and John Green, docal
merchant.
By the mid-1870s,theT o wn o f Mi condbined tpapuladian was
approximately 1700 citizens, 300 of whom lived in Middleton Station (which was
beginning to be called simply OoOMiddletond) .
local economy. The community had four post offices, one for each of its four
villages. East Middleton had a store,two churches and thetownds only publ i c
cemetery. Pheasant Branchthough it lost its railroad bid, still had several
thriving businesses and its own school. Middleton Station , however, was clearly
outpacing its neighbors. It was the hub of all local business activity. It was also
the townds gr owi MigdetomnStatian rhadla schaolitvwoe r .
churches (serving five religious denominations), six saloons, two temperance
societies (the 0Good Templarsdé and oOoOMendot as

ofthesescc al Iseeccrdet 6 societies was, of cour se, t |

Middleton Lodge No. 180

1870 to 1900
Individual Freemasonswerei nstr ument al in Middl et onds

development. They wer e a mo mgstvalied craftanem 0 s



businessmen, and professionals!? Freemasms regularly served in public office.
Freemasons helped to establish atAsl east 't hre
already noted,Br.J ohn Prien was a founding member of
First German Lutheran Church. Brs. A.A. Rowley and A.B. King sley helped
organize and finance two churches in Middleton Station & a Presbyterian church
and a joint Baptist/ Methodist Church . Far from shadowy, Mi ddlI e
Freemasons were among the communityds most v
Freemasonry prospered following the Civil War. No longer viewed with
suspicion, Masonic lodges were a source of civic pride.
After the church and school, the Masonic lodge was often the most
important institution established in a new town. Those lodges
provided the stability and legitima cy for towns that were hoping to
attract a railroad and other industries and to be awarded the
county seat, a land grant college or other government benefits 13
Middleton No. 1806 s p | a n ni n glosinthoughtsene detaits ean be
reconstructed. Local Freemasonsobtained a tentative meeting spacein early
1869 They probably submitted their petition to form a lodge to the Grand Lodge

of Wisconsin around this same time. Contrary to what has been written

el sewher e, Mi ddl et on 6Nowe rle8 Ondost fliorcsatt eddq uaabrotve

21n 1873, éghtof thetenmen| i st ed in the OMiddleton Business Direc
the Atlas of Dane County, Wisconsin (Madison, WI, 1873) 49, were Freemasons. These men

included: James M. Bull, Attorney and Counselor -at-Law; A.A. Rowley, Physician and Surgeon;

J.B. Coton, Hotel Keeper; Richard Green, General Produce Dealer; John Green, Dealer in Dry

Goods; A.B. Kingsley, Proprietor of Steam Planing Mill; R.E. Davis, Farmer and Proprietor of

Vinegar Distillery.

3 Mark A. Tabbert, American Freemasons: Three Centuries of Building Communities (New

York: New York University Press, 2005) 89.




oDavis General Store.o Br. Davis did
they were located in a building owned by Br. John Green.

Lodge records do not indicate who John Green was or where his building
was located. According to the U.S. Census Report for 1870, therevere two John
Greens living in Middleton (Middleton Station). One, John W. Green, was a
twenty -three year old clerk who owned no real estate or notable personal
property. The other was athirty-six year ol d oOoOmerchant ¢,

with his two young children. This John Green owned and operated a general

stor e, the rooms above which must have

not

who r

Serve

meetingplace. The 0J. Green and Co. ndthwestmmraer was |

of Hubbard and Parmenter Streets. Its building still stands today .

Middleton No. 180received its temporary permission to form - known as
a digpensationo - on January 19, 1870.A little over a week later, the lodge
convened its first regular meeting on January 27, a Thursday evening. Most
members were transferees from Madison No. 5. These were James M. Bull,
Hiram P. Rider, Elisha Bailey, W.J. Taylor, Charles Klauber, Richard Green,
William A. Wheeler, J.B. Colton, Frank Gault, Eli Harding, A.B. Kingsley, N.C.
Rowley, and AAA. Rowley. T he | digtyMorshspful Master, Mansfield
Arries, and C.R. Chipman came from Lodi Valley Lodge No. 99. The prior
Masonic affiliations of R.E. Davis, Samuel Barber, and John Green are not known.
Other regular attendeesincluded John Prien, Fritz Elver, Fred Kohn, and James

Dohr. They were all members of Concordia No. 83, a nearby Germanlanguage

1C

OCa



lodge working in the French Rite of Freemasonry. Within a year, however, John
Prien and Fred Kohn transferred their memberships to Middleton No. 180.
One of Middleton No. 18006s firsfflhetasks wa
lodge completed this work on February 10, 187014 Regular meetings were set on
the 1stand 3d Tuesdays of each month. The meeting tme was either 7:30 p.m.
between October 1and April 1, or 8:00 p.m. between April 1 and October 1.
Petitioners to were required to pay a five dollar application fee (this amount was
refunded if the applicant was denied admission), $5.00for conferral of the
Entered Apprentice degree, and $10.00each for conferral of the Fellowcraft and
Master Mason degrees. In addition, annual dues were $2.30per year. Of this
amount, $.60was set aside for Masonic charity and$.30f or t he Gr and Lodge
per capitaassesment.
The Grand Lodge of Wisconsinissueda o0charter 6 to Middl etor
on June 14, 1870. Up until this point, the lodge had been operating on something
like a trial basis. The charter formally established Middleton No. 180 as part of
Wi s ¢ o n s ionidcemmidraty. One month later, on July 5, PastDeputy
Grand Master David Wright conduct edt h e | @rst dediéason and officer
installation ceremonies. The event was styled aoGrand Lodge 6 meeting, though

it appears to have been a simple affair. According to the minutes, o nly members

4 The bylaws, it must be noted, were beautifalbpied byhandi nt o t he | odge®s mi nute boc
William A. Wheeler, Secretary, pro tem

11



of Middleton Lodge No. 180, Br. Wright, and three other visiting Freemasons
attended.

Though small, Middleton No. 180 was active and its meetings well -

attended. Br. Jeff Engel wexipientoha#éthreteo dge ds f i
Masonic degrees. Br. Engel was oinitiatedo
1870. He was subsequently oOpassedo6 to Fell o

Master Mason on May 5 that same year. The lodge often considered important

business matters. Visits and assistance were arranged for sick, destitute, or

dying Masons and their family members. 1> The lodge also reviewed charitable

appeal s. One di sbursement, authorized on Oc
Masons i n tshe @martt lod alétAhotherVdn 3uly », h839, was

for a Freemason at Miner al Point who had | os
tornadoo. Still another, al sdeversuffelerl@878, was
i n the 16A atime tvben Middleton had no bank, Middleton No. 180

approved interest bearing loans for its members. Sometimes there was an

educational component to the meetings, though more frequently matters were

wrapped up quickly so that a light meal could be enjoyed. Mason s from as far

away as New York and Pennsylvania are noted as visiting the lodge. On more

51 requested, members would actuallytake r ns si tting at a dying brotheros
This was no doubt in response to the fiPeshtigo Firetc
Masonic organizations raised $7,000.00 for this cause, while an additional $4,000.00 was raised by other

Masonic grand lodge jurisdictions.

" The 1878 yellowfever epidemic claimed 13,000 lives in the lower Mississippi River Valley.

12



festive evenings, members enjoyed formal dinnersdsuch as an annual 0 0\
s t e &dwadd dances that were arranged for wives and family members.

Mi dd | et o n disMabkonic ceremopyudok place on September 15,
1871. Theoccasionwas Br.N. C . Rowl eyd6s funeral. Freemaso
surrounding area gatheredat Mi ddl et on No. wher@ @<peciall odge r oc
meeting was convened. Pallbearers were drawn from Middle ton No. 180, the
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and the Commandery of Knights Templar. The
assembly proceeded first to Dr. Rowleyds hon
and then to a local church. Following a religious service, the funeral procession
continued to Middleton Junction Cemetery, where Dr. Rowley was laid to rest
with full Masonic honors. Dr . Rowl ey was particularly este
Freemasons. Middleton No. 180published a tribute to Dr. Rowley in the local
Madison and Black Earth newspapers. The lodge even purchased a photograph
of Dr. Rowley which, for many years, hung in its meeting room .

Middleton No. 180 enjoyed its quarters above Br.Gr e e n 6 sTheladger e .
acquired books and other items necessary for its operation. It even hired a
cleaning lady, Mrs. Gavin, to keep its rooms in order. But the rent was
expensive, and the lodge never intended to remain at this location. In January
1872, Middleton No. 180 moved into Odd Fellows Hall, formerly located on the
southeast cornerof Parmenter and Slaughter (now EImwood) Streets. The

location had much to commend it . Just across the street and up a few doors from

13



Br . Gr e e Qddl Bellosvs Hall lead an attractive meeting space According
to a description published in 1880:
The lodge owns the lot and large frame building on same, the
upper story of which is used for their lodge room, and which is also
rented from them by the Freemasons and Encampment. The lower
story is used for a store, by Davis Bros. The value of lodge
property is $1,500. The lodge room is very neatly furnished, and
the order has regalia costing $300.008
The Freemasons and Odd Fellows also shared several membersMiddleton
Lodge No. 158, I ndependent Order of Odd Fell
186.19 Dual members included R.E. Davis, John Prien, George Murray, C.R.
Chipman, Dr. Sumner Curtis Coolidge, Jeff Engel, Charles Klauber, and the late
Dr. N.C. Rowley. Most important, however, must have been the rent. Middleton
No. 180 had been paying Br.Green $80.00 a year in rent. Sharing space with the
Odd Fellows reduced this expense to just $24.00 a year.
Mi ddl et on No. 18086s only Masonic trial wa
George Murray was among Mi d d | et o n firktpetitiodeB.0He svas a well-
known businessman and community member. He was also lodge Secretary for

1875 and 1876. Around August 31, 1876, George Murray disappeared from

Middleton. His reasons for leaving were soon discovered. First, Br. Murray was

18 History of Dane County Wisconsiontaining an account of its settlement, growth, development

and resources; an extensive andminute sketch of its cities, towns and villages -their

improvements, industries, manufactories, churches, schools and societies; its war record,

biographical sketches, portraits of prominent men and early settlers; the whole preceded by a

history of Wiscon sin, statistics of the state, and an abstract of its laws and constitution and of the

constitution of the United States (Chicago, 1880) 907.

¥The 1.0.0.F. has much in common with the Masons. |t
1700s.

14



accused of fraudulently obtaining $200.00in business loans from Br. J.B. Colton.
Second, it was alleged thatBr. Murray had embezzled an additional $15.00 from
the lodge.
Br. Colton testified that on both August 25 and 29, 1876, he loaned Br.
Murray $100.00 to discharge certin debts. Br. H.P. Rider, as Trustee, then
testified that a review of the | odgeds books
the lodge $15.00, though there was some question concerning the accuracy of
Mi ddl eton No. 180086s bookkéepigeds TBeasHFesha
not confirm the amount alleged to have been embezzled.
George Murray was found guilty of both charges and expelled from the
lodge. Middleton No. 180 sent notice of its judgment to the Grand Lodge of
Wisconsin for publication. Though restitution was unlikely to follow, this action
would, presumably, have precluded George Murray from joining another
Masonic lodge or using his Masonic knowledge for improper purposes.
Freemasonry in Middleton continued to grow and develop with the town.
By 1880, the number of GermanAmericans living in Middleton began to
overtake, and would soon exceed, the number
also occurring at Middleton No. 180, where German surnames were becoming
more common in the membership roster. Unfortunately, the lodge minutes for
June 17, 1879 to April 6, 1897 are missing. It wouldbe interesting to know what

impact, if any, this demographic changehad on the lodge.
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Much of downtown Middleton was destroyed by fire in 1900, inc luding
Odd Fellows Hall. On June 19, around 6:30 p.m., a fire broke out atthe Hoffman
Mill .20 This building was located on Slaughter Street(now EImwood), just east of
Parmenter Street. The fire quickly spread out of control and nineteen buildings
were destroyed. According to the Middleton Times -Herald,t he o0 Masoni c
suffered losses totaling $16,000.00$8,000.000f which was insured. Only Mrs. K.
Gerds6 uni ns urwhichtotaled $1€000.00and Brum & Brum & Co.0 s
reputedly well -insured lo sses which totaled $17,000.0Q were the same or higher.
But Middleton No. 180 did not own Odd Fellows Hall , nor is it likely that the
lodge lost more than nominal furnishings or regalia to the fire. 21 Therefore, the
newspaper s numb e ra®,mustihsteadtbelyssea attebutable tou r
the Odd Fellows, who were not mentioned in the article.

Middleton immediately began its rebuilding effort. ~ Middleton No. 180
met only once between June and November 1900. Thigneeting took place in
OWoodmehdéHat he regul ar me e badmen ofp\inesicae f or
Camp No. 217722 Later, on December 4, the lodge held its annual election at this
location. The minutes for these two meetings are curiously silent about the fire

or its impact on local Freemasons. The only indirect reference to the event is the

| odgeds plan to purchase new furnishings.

2 This was a regularly scheduled meeting night for Middleton No. 180.

#|n fact, Middletonlonic No. 180 still has its alter bible, minute books, and petitions from this period,

leaving one to assume that someone had time to rescue these, and perhagsnstheom the fire.

“ZThe f M. W. lAcal ratennitysandainsurance organization that shared members with

Middleton Lodge No. 180. It was chartered on March 6, 1894. lts first officers were W.F.

Pierstorff, W.J. Manning, and E.V. Williams. Woodmen Hal | 6s f or mer |l ocati on

16
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Odd Fellows Hall was reconstructed on its former site. Middleton No. 180
reconvened thereon St . John the Evangelistds Day, De
osepci al meetingo6, call ed néwdladgetbfficersfordi90h ose of
The mood must have been festive. Past Master HenryF . Prien gave a o0Onesé
speechd6 concerning the destruction of oour C
in the New Ha Il and a compliment to the officers in procuring the new fixture(s)
for the)Ha | | Thélodgeo f f i cer s were further instructec
Bible in Plush to @aluwdyl1b6,A391, MiddletorNb.118r . 0
approved a $500.000an to the Odd Fellows, presumably to assist with their
rebuilding costs.

Onereasont hat Mi dfidelhadtbeen sb slestructivewas thet o wn 6 s
lack of a well-equipped fire department. The Middleton Times -Herald issued an
appealf or 0€20 or mor eoumyfmenata)organizega iaoloamds  y
|l adder company with a small hand engine and
e n o u ¢¢hdnFebruary4,1901a meet i ng was held at August
to discuss re-organizing Middleton Fire Co. No. 1. Among those leading this
effort were Brs. W.H. Pierstorff and Otto H. Burmeister . On April 18, 1901, when
the new fire company,Msgdeoh No.t86was wer e el ect ed
conspicuously well -represented. Six out of nine were local Freemasons. H.F.

Prien was elected Chief,W.S. Green, Marshall, W.H. Pierstorff, Treasurer, Otto

2 JacobsMiddleton Centennial Book , 9-10.
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H. Burmeister, Foreman, G.B. Pierstorff, Assistant Foreman, and W.F. Pierstorff,
one of three Trustees.
1901 to 1950

Masonic life at Odd Fellows Hall soon returned to normal. The members
continuedt o enjoy the | odgeds many someetag opport
meals at neighboring hotels. Middleton No. 180 also resumed its many
charitable and benevolent activities. By early 1909, however, the lodge was
ready to engage in a new projectdbuil di ng its own oO0templ ebod

Many Wisconsin communities already possessed a Masonic Temple.
Indeed, Middleton No. 180 had donated money for, or helped to finance, several
of these structures. On March 2, 1909,the lodge appointed a three-member
building committee. This committee was charged with two tasks. First, it was to
locate a potential building site. Second, it had to determine how much a two -
storied Masonic Temple, with a public hall and lodge room, would cost. The
building committee reported its findings on May 4 . While there is no mention of
where the building would be located, the estimated project cost was $6,500.00
This figure exceeded lodge expectations and the project was, for the time, voted
down.

Middleton No. 180 held its annual officer installation ceremony and
dinner on December 27, 1909.Fifty -one people took part in the celebration. No
doubt there was still considerable talk about building a Masonic Temple. An

informal building committee was reconvened sometime in 1910. On December 6,

18



it presented a new plan to the membership. Rather than build a temple,
Middleton No. 180 would purchase and relocate the old grade school on Terrace
Avenue for use as a Masonic Temple. The lodge conditionally approved the plan
on December 20,so long asits final offer did not exceed $1,200.00
Br. W.F. Pierstorff bought the building in early February, 1911, on the
|l odgeds behal f. The &g Febraady 2phthelotdgevored s $ 1, 16 8
to purchdad®e haMder.$390@00% With the building and
construction site in hand, the remaining details, including financing, soon fell
into pl ace. By early March, 1911, relocatio
Masonic Temple was ready to begin.
Brs. H.F. Prien and W.S. Green supenised the work . A new foundation
and cement-block cellar were prepared at thelot. The school house was then
moved to its new location and modified into a workable lodge space. By early
November, Middl et on & swadcompkete. It Masofiicmilyc Templ e
dedicated on November 7, 1911. Inviteesi nc|l uded Wi scormncieds Gove
E. McGovern, the two Madison lodges, Mazomanie Lodge, Black Earth Lodge,
Verona Lodge, the Order of the Eastern Star, wives and family.2> PastGrand
Master William H. Pe rry presided over the ceremony. Br. John Prien, beingthe
| o d gokléstsmember in both age and service, was presented with a special

arm-chair. The evening concluded with a banquet and music performed by a

% This lot wadocated on Hubbard Avenue andisthepr esent site of Middletonds C
't does not appear that Gov. McGoEarsneaint Sncded trledea
Mel ody Chapter No. 150, Order of the Eastern Star (fAc
created in 1855 and has female members. Mi ddl et onbs
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hired orchestra. It has been reported that thetotal costofMi ddIl et onds fir st
Masonic Temple was approximately $2,50000. From a finance report submitted
on December 5, 1911, however, it seems that thérue figure was $5,390.81.
Few notable events occurred between 1911 and 1918. Middleton No. 18
experienced its first membership jump in 1911. Total members increased from
thirty -seven to fifty master masons. Charitable giving continued to be important.
On November 17, 1914, Middleton No. 180 donated its entire charity fund for
distribution to f lood victims in Ohio and Indiana. One sad occurrence was the
death of Br. William St ekwdskleddgring Br . oWi |l | i
combat in Franceon January 26, 1917. BISt ek el ber gds patthd ur e st il
lodge, though his memorial plaque , which had been placed on the first Templed s
grounds, has been lost.

On March 18, 1919, Middleton No. 180 agreed to sell its building and

grounds to the Village of Middl eton. The sa
first Masonic Temple soon becamethet ownés first Village Hall
bought Middl etondés old high school, formerly

and Franklin Streets, for use as its new temple. It obtained the property for
$2,000.00though $812.00was later recovered by selling two unneeded lot

sections.
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Middleton No. 180 dedicatedits s econd oO0Templ e orfJufFr eemaso
27, 192(*¢ Grand Master Charles E. Schaffer ,an honorary member of Middleton
Lodge No. 180, conducted the ceremony. Past Grand Master John H. Corscot,
how ever, may have provided some of the more interesting comments that
evening. Identified in the minutes as 0 B dohn Corscott , Br . Cor scot <cl ai
have been present when Middleton No. 180 received its charterin 1870. The
minutes for that earlier occason, however, do not record his name. Whatever
the truth, it seems to have been a pleasurable day for the lodge and its many
guests.
The 1920s and 30s werevery social yearsfor Middleton Lodge No. 180 .
Indeed, lodge membership, which totaled 57 master masons in 1919, more than
doubled to 139 by 1939. Members enjoyed regular picnics, father-son banquets,
and dances. Its officer installation ceremonies were also more elaborate. Held
jointly with Melody Chapter No. 150, Order of the Eastern Star, these programs
included both a dinner and a full eveningos
December 28, 1925Br. R. Divail and his orchestrak e pt guests dancing 01
mi dni ght 6 a Duringihe yearol@3y ® 1939t he | odgeucthhedst ed 0
parties, film nights, hired music, skits and performances.2’ A nice description of
this activity is recorded in the minutes for December 6, 1938:

Lodge was closed in due and ancient form. The program consisted
of singing by those present, instrumental selections by some of our

% An interesting feature of the buildingwa t hat t he | odge roomds fEasto was
part of the building.
“AEuchredo being a popular card game.
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gifted members and visitors, a recitation by Bro. Williams,

clowning by Brother Atkins and an instructive and highly

entertaining talk by our guest speaker Rev. Ernest Barber. Brother

Barber talked of his Masonic experiences in Massachusetts &daho

and gave usa colorful account of Free Masonry as it exists in

England.

Br. Atkins appears to have been quite a character Just two weeks later, on

December 27, Brs. Atkinsand Burmeister are reported to have entertained the

lodge with certaino hmriai si n g 0 2alodge rheanbersars invited

guests enjoyed a particularly memorable night on October 2, 1937. Worshipful

Master Wesley J. Burmeisterhosteda 150 bi rt hday é cel ebration fc
Constitution. The key-note speaker wasrecently appointed U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Hugo L. Black. Hugo Bl ack, a fellow Freemason, a
reading of the Constitution. His comments that evening, perhaps foreshadowing

his later rulings, were no doubt very interesting.

The Masonic Sevice Association of America spearheaded American
Freemasonryds r esp @rAsene df ibs midgions| the MVBaAr | |
established forty centers near military camp
with welfare services, entertainment, and comfort .30 Wisconsin Freemasons
donated $26,563.00 to the M.S.A. in 1942. In 1943, the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin

required that all Wisconsin Masons, approximately 51,000 in number, pay a $1.00

assessment to support local Masonic Service Centers. Duringthe M.S. A 6 s -194 3

% This was probably Wesley J. Burmeister, though Otto H. Burmeister was also present that evening.

% The M.S.A. was established 1919. Its four basic functions are: (1) Education/Publications; (2)

Veterans Administration Hospital Visitation; (3) Disaster Relief; (4) Public/Media Relations.

¥Locally, a fAMasonic Service Centero was. operated out
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1944 o0Special Gifts Campaigndé, Wi sconsinds N
additional $116,000.00 in support. In 1944, the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin
established its own oWar Relief and Rehabili
1945, all Wisconsinlodges paid an additional two dollar per capitaeassessment,
the proceeds of which were used to extend th
Service Centers and for orehabilitation purp
Masons, and sons and daughters of Masons, who hawe served or are serving in
the armed forces &f the United States. o

One Middleton Freemason made his own contribution to the peace. Col.
Ralph Schuetz, with the aid and support of Melody Chapter No. 150, O.E.S.,
arranged for Middleton No. 180 to ship clothing to needy persons in Germany.
Br. Schuetzwas also activein reestablishing Freemasonry in Germany and Japan,
where the Fraternity had beenbanned and Freemasonswere persecuted during
the war.32

Middleton No. 180 cel ebr at edbondusel® DD4Sdmond Jubi
honor of its 75t birthday, Worshipful Master E.L. Nichols organized a special
program at the Middleton High School auditorium. The evening consisted of an
address by Past Grand Master David O. Stine, vocal numbers bythe Zor Shrine
Chanters, and a lecture onthe lodged s h i sBr.d¢denyy Prey, who had been

a master masonat Middleton No. 180 for more than sixty years. Approximately

3L Allan E. Iding, ed., Forward Freemasonyyol. 1 Qousman, WI: Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, F. &
A.M., 1996)341.

32Br. Schuetz later carriedon his charitable work in South Korea, directing relief to that nationd s
children.
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two hundred people attended the event, including Freemasons from as far away
as Chicago and Cincinnati.
19510 1998

Middleton No. 180 experienced rapid growth following World War Il. In
1944, there were one hundred and forty-six master masons on its rolls. By 1958,
that number had peaked at two hundred and twenty -six. Notwithstanding this
degree work, life at the lodge continued much as it always had. In 1952,
Middleton No. 180 established a special charity fund to support local
philanthropic projects. In 1954, members were having fun by conferring mock
Masonic degrees on e acpgoonpknifeeand.Fork ub@ wn as t he
the recipients of this oOhonordé were charged
served after lodge meetings. The f i rst hol demBr.@brgethe O0For ko
Johnson, who was invested with his emblem of office on October 19with all,
oOéappropriate honors due hi B Inal955Gmndng wear er
Master Harry A. Speich requested that eachlodgeapp oi nt an.Brhi st or i an
Frank A. Rentz was duly equipped with a loose -leaf binder, a subscription to the
Middleton Times T ribune, and a directive to collect any news items or other
materials that might be of historic value to the lodge.

Middleton No. 180 did face one serious challenge at this time - its
buil ding. By 1950, Mi ddI wdsshoving sesoaix ond Mason

signs of wear. The building was being used not only by the lodge, but by other

#¥The 0 Rvasrcénierred with more or less regularity through 1955 .
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community organizations as well. For example, Middleton School District used
the temple for band practices and to house elementary school children pending
completion of the Sauk Trail Elementary School. Middleton No. 180 held several
fund drives and purchased two adjacent lots, in 1959, as a building site. Its plans
for a new temple, however, stalled.

On June 16, 1964, Middleton No. 180 appointed a new, nine member
committee to revive its building program. The minutes do not record how often
this committee met or what alternatives it explored. On February 1, 1966, the
members voted to construct a new temple. It was to have been built at 7510
Century Avenue, but the lodge could not obtain a necessary variance. After
further discussions with the City of Middleton, including a showing of
neighborhood support, the lodge received permission on December 7, 1966, to
use its existing property as a building site.

Middl eton No. 180 broke ground with a golden shovel on June 7, 1968.
On August 3, Grand Master Perry A. Risberg presided over the cornerstone
ceremony.34 Almost every member of the Grand Lodge was present, together
with Past Grand Masters Doyn Inman and Ingval d Hembre. The ceremony
began at 4:30 p.m. BrErnie Wisco,t he | odgeds Chapl ai n, opened

with a prayer . Next, several items were deposited into a steel boxfor placement

34 Masonic cornerstone ceremonies were once common in the United States. Communities took great pride
in having Freemasons inaugurate construction of important public buildings. The U.S. Capital, the U.S.
SupremeCourt, the White House, the Smithsonian Institute, the Washington National Monument, and the
National Cathedral are just a few of the prominent buildings that were commenced in this way.
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in the cornerstone.3> The cornerstone was set in place with the following
inscription:

MIDDLETON LODGE
NO 180 7©( F. & A.M.

AUGUST 3, AD 1968 AL 5968
PERRY A. RISBERG GRAND MASTER

Grand Master Risberg symbolically confirmed that the cornerstone was square,
level, and plumb . He poured a small amount of corn, oil, and wine on top of it.
Grand Master Risberg then concluded the ceremony with a benediction. All
present adjourned for a turkey dinner planned by the Eastern Starand served by
Rainbow Girls Assembly N0. 2036 The di nner was held in Middl
Community Center. Two-hundred and twenty -eight people attended the
banquet, including local dignitary Mayor Walter Bauman. A musical
performance by t he 0 CH#inesidat bamdé&@andCanadan al | Nat i
followed the meal .

By December 1968Mi d d | e t o Masenic Tdmple vas ready for

occupancy.3” The lodge held its first meeting there on December 3 It was an

election night and a special oyster stew was served following the meeting.

% These included: a list of Middleton No.1806 s o f f i ¢ @iddlefon &lo. 1808sst muefmber s ; a
list of Grand Lodge officers; a 1963 Wisconsin Masonic Monitor; a copy of the July Wisconsin

Masonic Journal; a copy of the Middleton Times Tribune with the ceremony & announcement; a

list of Melody No. 150, Order of the Easte r S offmarstasd members, a list of Rainbow Girls

Assembly No. 2006s officers and me mblasone Templehaod ogr aphs ¢
lodge room; acopyof Mi dd | et on chder;copics0fd & e ¢ e rsnwitationyadd
Program; a of miniature ivory Masonicwor ki ng t ool s, a set of the new tem

copy of the Masonic burial service prepared for the occasionby Br. Ernie Wisco.

% The Order of Rainbow for Girls is an affiliated Masonic youth organization. It was foundé@an

3" There was actually quite a lot of finishing work left to be completed, much of which was performed by
the members. The lodge, however, did not wish to incur the expense of heating two buildings during the
winter.
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Shortly thereafter, the old Masonic Temple was demolished to make spacefor a
parking lot.
Past Grand Master Donald E. Krueger dedicated the new temple building
on May 17, 1970. Almost the entire Grand Lodge was present. Two other events
occurring around this time should be mentioned. On April 21, 1970, Middleton
No. 180 became the sponsor ofthe Ernie Wilco Chapter, Order of DeM olay.38 On
December 27, 1975, the | odge #M&8iFedti tuted th
Bittner served in this role from 1976 to 1980 The post was subsequently filled by
Br. Francis Jacobsin @ 8 4 . Il n 1996, this office was dis
declining health .
The 1980sfound American Freemasonry in a difficult situation. National
membership had been declining for some time. Between 1965 and 1980, the
fraternity lost more than tw enty percent of its members. This trend was also
experienced at Middleton No. 180, though the lodge did attract new members
and engage in a variety of social and civic-minded activities.
Middleton No. 180 continued to hold regular movie nights, lectures, card
nights, dances, and family gatherings. One
events, its opig roasto fundraiser49or oOPigge

On August 25, 1984, Worshipful Master Donald Asplin presided over a mortgage

% DeMolay is an affiliated Masdn youth organization for boys. It was founded in 1919.
% The position had been held only once before, in 1950, by Br. LaVern C. Lubcke.
“Y’'n 1994 and 1995, the OPigger6 was promoted with fre
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burning ceremony and celebration, the lodge having retired its building debt. 41
During the | ate 1980s and early 1990s, Middl
Compass Weeko. Members made a point of wear
cl othing and hel d aaonthedpabficehOthemaatisiteesd ni ght f
included Middleton No. 18006s 0slow pitchodé so
the local Knights of Columbus, a Catholic fraternal organization. In 1995 and
1996, the lodge participated in the Cityof Midd | et ondsei0o@Glhlbadr NPar adeod.
For these events, the lodgesponsored a tractor-pulled float and two marching
units composed of Masons, t henb@&weGrls,andn St ar ,
DeMolay. 43

During the 1980s and 1990s, Middleton No. 180 provided financial
asgstance to many worthy causes. Perhaps itsmost visible charity was its
college scholarship award. It had become alodge tradition to present one
graduating student at Middleton High School with a $500.00 check. In 1993,the
award was increased to $1,00 . 0 O . Renamed the ORaemi sch Fa
Scholarshipé, it is now administered through

Lodge of Wisconsin.44

*11n 1970, the mortgage debt was $35,000 Past Master Harold Wells had the honor of destroying the

document, though many thanks were also due to Melody Chapter No. 150, O.E.S., which provided

generous support in liquidating the amount owed on the building.

“2The open house was frequentledgo honor local community members. In 1988, the lodge recognized

Fr. Mack, a longtime priest at St. Bernardds Cat hol i c
M. O. M. (Middleton Outreach Ministry)ds Pantry, a | oceze
“*Job6s Disanglheratiliated Masonic youth organization.

**Irene Raemisch , the principal donor, provided the $10,000 seed money necessary to create this
Aperpetual 0 schol arship.
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Middleton No. 180 earned two Masonic distinctions during the 1990s. On
September 6, 1990several membersof Madi sonds Capit al No. 2, Pr
Masons, visited the lodge.4> Until that evening, members of the Grand Lodge of
Wisconsin, F. & A.M. and Prince Hall traditions had never sat together in a
ot i | ed o6 46mecerding to the minutes, the lodge gave its Prince Hall
brothers a ohearty welcomebo. More than thir
dinner before the meeting. Later, these guests were able to witness BrDaniel
Fell andds Mast eonferfdlals dune 189¢, ghe @rand Lodge of
Wisconsin held its 147 Annual Communication in Middleton. The event took
pl ace at the Holiday I nn Westds convention c
Detroy, a Past Master of Middleton No. 180, was installed as Grand Master of

Masons in Wisconsin.

> Prince Hall Masonry traces its origin to March 6, 1775, when a man named Prince Hal and

fourteen other free African -Americans were initiated by Lodge No. 441, operating under the Irish

Constitution . This lodge was attached to the 38 Regiment of Foot of the British Army,

garrisoned at Castle Williams, Boston Harbor. These menlater formed their own lodge, known

as African No. 1. Following the American Revolution , Prince Hall, after being rebuffed by the

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts petitioned the Grand Lodge of England for a charter . His request

was granted on September 29, 1784, enami ng t he | odge African No. 4509.
death, Freemasons in this tradition formed the oPrince Hall Grand Lodge 6 to honor their

founder.

A O0tiledd meeting i s-MasonsortMasans belogingtd umreoeghized o n o n

Masonic traditions. Prince Hall Masonry came to Wisconsin in 1878. On June 11, 1990, the Grand

Lodge of Wisconsin passed a resolution o0recognizingo
Wi sconsi n. One week | ater, the Prince Hakb Ghaend Loc
Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. There are many reasons Owl
devel oped apart from oO0regulardé American Freemasonry.
took so long for the two organizations in Wisconsin to reconcile. It is now generally agreed,

however, that racism was an underlying factor. Br. Benjamin F. Detroy, a member of Middleton

No. 180, chaired the Grand Lodge subcommittee recommending recognition of Prince Hall

Masonry.
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lonic Lodge N o. 352

Brs. John H. Bier and Abraham J.Gast are credited as being lonicNo. 3520 s
first promoters. Sometime in 1953, they pitched their idea for a Madison -area
s 0 ) o u Hodge.+” @he concept was not new. Commonwealth No. 325, also
located in Madison, had been chartered in 1922 for that very purpose. Grand
Master Robert H. Gollmar, however, expressed concern about the proposal. He
did not believe that there was sufficient interest or support in Madison to form
such a lodge. As aresult, the idea wasinitially dropped .

Two years passed without further action or discussion. Then, sometime in
1955 Br. Bier received a letter from Grand Master Harry A. Speich. The Grand
Master wished to know if there was still interest in creating a new lodge in
Madison. A planning meeting was held on November 4 at the Park Hotel. Those
present included Brs. John H. Bier, Amos Wallen, Abraham J. Gast, Hoyt
Oswald, George Stewart, and Jom E. Johnson. A second meeting took place on
January 12, 1956.Br. Johnson wasselected as temporary chairman andBr. Bier
as secretary. The purpose of this meeting was twafold. The planning committee
needed at least twenty-five signatures to start a lodge. It also needed to find a
suitable meeting place. Madison6 s d o w Masonie iemple, it seems, was

unable to accommodate a new lodge.

6 Soj our n eeersadonsavhoaesiffe away from their home lodges and are not otherwise
active in their present Masonic community.
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The planning committee held additional meetings in February and March
1956. It obtained a lease on the Knights of Pythias Hall, formerly located at 829
Mound St., for Friday -night meetings.48 Temporary lodge officers were elected
on February 17, 1956. John E. Johnson (Eau Claire No. 112) was elected as
Worshipful Master, John M. Hutchison (Philbrook No. 659, Davenport, lowa)
was elected as Senior Warden, Hoyt R. Oswald (Eau Claire No. 112) vas elected
as Junior Warden, Ross Richardson (Crandon No. 287) was elected as Treasurer,
and John H. Bier (Masonic affiliation unknown) was elected as Tiler. On March
16, the brotherschoset he name o0l onicdé for thmdr | odge (
beeno Svidr cordé, oOoMosaic6, OoOPyramido6é, and OEter
planning committee set March 30, 1956 as the date to closeits membership list
for submission to the Grand Lodge.
lonic No. 352 had sixty-one charter members. Its list included not only
Freemasons from Wisconsin, but from lowa, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New
York, Ohio, and South Dakota. The planning committee met one last time, on
April 6, 1956, to appoint Br. Keith E. McKenzie (Barneveld No. 319) to replaceBr.
Bier as Secretary. It seems thatBr. Bier, for reasons unknown, found it necessary
to withdraw his name from the charter petition.
The lodge received its dispensation on June 12, 1956, at the Grand Lodge

Annual Communication. lonicNo.3520s f i rst regul aonJuneeet i ng Ww;

“8 The Knights of Pythias were founded in 1864. The fraternity was promoted as a means of uniting the
country following the Civil War.
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22, 1956. Thirty -five members attended. The brothers resolved two important
business mattersthat night . First, they elected new officers for installation after
the lodge was chartered. Second, they setheir meeting nights asthe 2nd and 4th
Fridays of each month.

lonic No. 352 received its charter on September 13, 1957. Regrettably, the
minutes contain only a few details about this important day. A festive, pre -lodge
banquet was held at the Edgewater Hotel. Later, Grand Master Alf E. Ander son
installed the | odgeds first elected officers

From the start, lonic No. 352 was very well organized. It had numerous
committees steering its operation. Moreover, most meetings had a petition to
review or a degree to confer. lonic No. 352initia ted its first Entered Apprentices,
Brs. Herman Marty and Ben Sweet, on September 21, 1956 Br. Marty went on to
be the first Master Mason raised by the lodge on March 8, 1957. To mark the
event, Br. Marty not only received his Masonic apron and a bible, he was given a
hand-tooled billfold , made especially for him by Br. Cater Martin, as an
additional fraternal token .

Membership grew rapidly . By October 28, 1960)onic No. 352 had raised
its one hundredth member. Several factors contributed to this success. Many
members were state employees who traveled during the week. They welcomed
t he | odg enight meeting sehedule. lonic No. 352 was also very social It
had three annual events. TheseweretheSt . V a |l eyl Sweethedrtdinner

and dance, a pancake breakfast fundraiser, and dodge picnic. Ther e tabder e 0
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lodges @nd oOoMiop fsu l Ma s 4° Eilms, dlideghowsdand talks were
offered. Perhaps most important, however, were the simple meals and
conversation that followed lodge meetings.

In June 1958, lonicNo. 352 learned that its lease with the Pythians would
soon end. The City of Madison had plans to redevelop this area.>°® Many local
buildings were to be demolished, including the Knights of Pythias Hall.

The lodge considered various options for its housing problem. It even
considered building a temple somewhere in the City of Monona. In January
1960,the memberslearned that the Odd Fellows Hall, located at 3822 Mineral
Point Road, was available5! lonic No. 352 scheduleditsannual St . Val entin
Day party with the Odd Fellows to test the facilities . A vote approving the move
was held on February 24, though the lodge did not actually relocate to this
building until June 3.

lonicNo.35260s f i r st r etOddFellowsiHalleobki plaape on
June 9, 1960.The members were clearly pleased. Some even made items to
decorate the lodge room. One offering was an ornate wooden kneeler complete
with inlaid Masonic designs . Another was an American flag and standard. The
minutes also record the pleasure felt by new ly raised Master Masons @

particularly with t h e | cedeghend and fellowship.

““A At abl e |cmldngeting canductea overm eneal. Itis usually enjoyed with numerous ritual

toast s. On fi Wo r, shb Warshipful Madterssihaeed hisNfe gfonytwiih the

members.

®The result of this urban renewalMapiscjoadts iGrekea MOsi
neighborhood, just opposite Meriter Hospital.

*1 The building was owned by Hope Lodge No. 17, 1.0.0.F.
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By 1966,lonic No. 352 wasready to find a new meeting place. Despite
initial enthusiasm, Odd Fellows Hall was proving to be a bit too small and ill -
configured for some lodge functions. In early January, Middleton No. 180
invited the lodge to join its new temple project. Several meetings followed. lonic
No. 352, however, ultimately declined the offer. | t s me tiebte MaxliGond s
owestd swedree st rtheindpsre to findhaanew meeting space. The
lodge resumed its building search, though the Middleton o6option é was never
really abandoned. On the contrary, it was regularly reconsidered throughout the
1970s aml 1980s. lonicNo. 352even used Middleton No. 18006 s Juneempl e on
26, 1970 for one of its regular meetings.

In 1969, lonicNo. 352 considered buying Ma d i s Z9Cairsstian Science
Church. I n 1971, a chur cWwasinuestijattdasg oOoon Spoo
likely site. Finally, the lodge even toyed with purchasing and remodeling Odd
Fellows Hall. Despite numerous concerns, the lodge made an informal ,

0 | o w bo#fdr in Bebruary 1976. Not surprisingly, it was rejected and
negotiations ceased.

The lodge conducted a poll in June 1976. The ballot presented four
options: 1) continue renting from the Odd Fellows; 2) enter into a use agreement
with Middleton No. 180; 3) enter into ause agreement with Verona No. 249; 4)
enter into a use agreement with the Madison Masonic Center. The fourth option
was the most costeffective and probably decided the matter. The members

voted to move to downtown Madison on September 2. The relocation date was
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set for January 1, 1977 and the regular meetingnights changed to the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of each month, excluding July and August when no meeting would
be held.
The 1970s and 80s werdousy years for lonic No. 352 Not only did it hold
its customary events, including elaborate joint -installation ceremonies and
dinners with its brother Madison lodges, it offered many other educational,
social and civic activities as well. During
in the oline6 moved up a ochaird to practice opening and closing a meeting.
Therewereo Fr i lhdédt s, 6 oBirthday Nightsdé6 and out |
Members attempted to ocaptureodo the districtd
Masonic lodges. lonic No. 352held charity fundraisers. Its members
volunteered as escor t smingstrationBaspita. 32nEach Vet er ans
year, one student at James Madison Memorial High School was given a college
scholarship and treated to a special award dinner.53 Finally, lonic was an active
patron of Masonic youth organizations such as DeMolay, Rainbow Girls , and
Jobod6s Daughters
Two events during the 1970s deserve special mention. Starting in 1968,

Madi sonf6s five Masonic |l odges began restorin

2 One member and Past Master, Arthur N. Lund, was recognized by the V.A. on April 29, 1982,

for his exceptional service contributions. As of that date, Br. Lund had provided 3,556 hours of

volunteer service, donating every Tuesday, starting in 1970, to this work.

3By the 1990s, this $1,000.00 award was also being administered by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. The
$10,000.00 neged to participate in this program was reputedly bequeathed to lonic No. 352 by Br. Nelson
Severson.
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Chapel>*Located in Forest Hil lecQeentettiecrdy ,s ttrhuicst uor
built i n 1878. By 1920, however, it had fallen into disrepair and was being used
as a tool shed. On May 17, 1970,this local landmark was reopened to the public
with a Masonic dedication ceremony . On June 12, 1973, Past Master A.D.
Anderson was elevated to Grand Master of Masons in Wisconsin. The ceremony
took place at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Milwaukee .5 One of Grand Master
Andersonds most i mportant accomplishments wa
Committee. 6 This investigat i vesogmitordof paved th
Wisconsin F. & A.M. and Prince Hall Masonry.

For twelve years, lonic No. 352 made the Madison Masonic Center its
home. Its members identified with their Madison location. They enjoyed
friendly relationswith Madi sonds ot hes N&erthadessitheir | odge
satisfaction with their building arrangement had been deteriorating. On October
10, 1989a three-member building committee was appointed 56 Mi dd |l et on & s
Masonic Temple must have been onthe 6 s h o r t Thé lodget sélected it as he
site for its annual officer installation ceremony. On evening of December 12,
with its new officers duly installed, lonic No. 352 voted to leave Madison.

lonic No. 352 held itsfirst reqular meeting i n Mi ddl et onds Masoni c
Temple on January 9, 1990.Not all members were pleased to bethere. The lodge

hel d -abloirgeat i ond cer e mon ytomomotdfeaternabuary 27, 19

*4Br. John Catlin was the first Worshipful Master to serve in Madison in 1844,

% Scottish Rite Masonry evolved in France in the lat8-déntury ands an affiliated Masonic
organization.

%%t was composed of Brs. Harland Emerson, Howard Oertel, and Raymond Kokette.
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accord. Members were reminded of their Masonic dutie s and encouraged to
share their Masonic experiences It apparently did not work. Less than three
months later, the lodgewasi nvesti gat i n dladsonchuelsthathad d e 6
been placed on the market
Lodge participation declined steadily during the 1990s. The problem was
not new. In 1978, lonic No. 352 reduced its meeings to one per month to boost
attendance. Nevertheless, the lodge continued to do good work. It even had
some new projects. For example, members tended a Masonic information booth
at the Dane County Fair. They also participated in community park clean -ups.
But by 1997, the lodge could barely fill its officer chairs.5?
Some members blamed the crisis on their meeting space. Th&hr i neds Zor
Temple building , located in southwest Madison, was offered as a possible
solution .58 It was new, had ample parking, and possessed nice facilities. The
Shrine, however, would not guarantee the lodge a regular room or date for its
meetings. Moreover, the Shrine operates a bar in their building. Masonic lodges
can not normally meet were alcohol is served.
On March 24, 1998, Senior Warden Robert Luening submitted a report to
the lodge. The report offered four options for consideration: 1) the lodge should
continue in Middleton; 2)the lodge should relocate to the Zor Temple; 3) the

lodge should merge with Middleto n No. 180, Verona No. 294, or a downtown

I'n fact, the problem was so bad that at | east one me
®The fAAncient Ar abfi ¢t h@r diyrs tafc Nohbrliensedo is an affiliat
founded in 1871.
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